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the girls, the maids, and the housewife herself, and drinks to
the health of the good man, the good wife, and the girls.
For this performance the mummer is regaled with food by
the good wife, while the good man puts money in his box.
When  the mummers have gone the round of the village,
they betake themselves to the  ale-house, whither also all
the peasants repair with their wives ;   " for  at Shrovetide,
but especially on Shrove Tuesday, every one must dance, if
the. flax, the vegetables, and the corn are to thrive; and the
more and the higher they dance, the greater the blessing
which   the   people   expect to crown  their exertions."     In
the Leitmeritz district the Shrovetide Bear, besides being
wrapt in straw, sometimes wears a bear's mask to emphasise
his resemblance to the animal.    In the Czech villages the
housewives pluck the pease-straw and other straw from the
Shrovetide  Bear  and  put  it  in  the  nests of their geese,
believing   that   the   geese will   lay more   eggs  and hatch
their broods  better for the addition of this straw to their
nests.    For a similar purpose in the Saaz district the women
put the straw of the Shrovetide Bear in the nests of their
hens.1    In these customs the dancing for the express pur-
pose of making the crops grow high,2 and the use of the
straw to make the geese and hens lay more eggs, sufficiently
prove that the Shrovetide Bear is conceived to represent the
spirit of fertility both animal and vegetable; and we may
reasonably conjecture that the dances of the mummer with
the women and girls are especially intended to convey to
them the fertilising powers of the spirit whom the mummer
personates.8

1 O.   Freiherr   von   Reinsberg-     1893)^.431.    This latter interpreta-

Duringsfeld,   Fest-    fCalender    aus     tion may be due to a misunderstanding
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